Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend claims 15, 16, 23-25, and 27 without prejudice or disclaimer, 
resulting in following set of claims pending in the Application: 

1. (cancelled). 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein detecting includes 
detecting purchase of a product received from a first business entity, and the method 
further includes 

receiving the respective product from a different business entity. 

3. (cancelled). 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 further including 
sending a first signal to a card, responsive to the detecting step. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 further including 
displaying the amount includes displaying responsive to a first signal on a card . 

6. (original) The method of claim 5 further including 

receiving a second signal corresponding to a product selected for purchase; and 
determining an amount due depending on whether the second signal 
corresponds to a first signal on the card. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 further including selectively sending a 
second signal further depends on a value of the first signal. 

8. (original) The method of claim 5 further including 

selectively sending a second signal to the card, depending on whether the first 
and second signals correspond to a common company. 
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9. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein selectively sending a second signal 
further depends on a value of the first signal. 

10. (original) The method of claim 5 further including 
modifying the first signal; and 

sending the modified signal to the card. 

11. (cancelled). 

12. (previously presented) The system of claim 25 wherein each processing unit 
includes a card reader . 

13. (cancelled). 

14. (cancelled). 

15. (previously presented) The system of claim 25 wherein each processing 
unit includes a sender that transfers a first signal to a card , responsive to the detecting 
step. 

16. (currently amended) The system of claim 25 44 wherein the display is 
responsive to a first signal on a card. 

17. (original) The system of claim 16 further including 

a receiver that receives a second signal corresponding to a product selected for 
purchase; and 

a determiner that determines an amount due depending on whether the second 
signal corresponds to a first signal on the card. 
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18. (previously presented) The system of claim 16 further including circuitry that 
selectively sends a second signal to the card, depending on whether the first and 
second signals correspond to a common company. 



19. (previously presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the circuitry 
includes a comparator responsive to a value of the first signal. 

Claims 20-22. (cancelled). 

23. (currently amended) A method for a syst e m i nc l ud i ng a store having , th e 
stor e compr i s i ng: 

a plurality of first areas each including 
a shelf, 

a plurality of units of a respective product, the plurality of units 
being on the shelf, the plurality of units having a common symbol different than a 
symbol of units of another product, 

a respective display unit supported by the shelf, and located 
adjacent to the plurality of units of the respective product such that no units of another 
product are between the display unit and the plurality of units, 

the method comprising the steps, respectively performed for each of by a d i sp l ay un i t i t 
on e of the first areas, of: 

detecting a purchase by a first customer; af»4 

responsive to the previous step, determining a first amount, the first amount 
corresponding to one of a plurality of non-zero prices to be paid for the respective 
product ; 

displaying the first an amount from the display unit for th e r e sp e ct i v e product, 
th e amount vary i ng d e p e nd i ng on th e det e ct i ng st e p, th e amount corr e spond i ng to on e 
of a p l ura li ty of non z e ro pr i c e s to b e pa i d for th e r e sp e ct i v e product _^ [[.]] 

detecting a purchase by a second customer; and 

responsive to the previous step, determining a second amount, the second 
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amount corresponding to another one of the plurality of non-zero prices to be paid for 
the respective product; and 

displaying the second amount from the display unit . 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 23 wherein displaying includes 
displaying , r e spons i v e to a s i gna l on a card, a message corresponding to a 

difference between a guantitv stored on the card and a an add i t i ona l quantity of 
purchase required for the customer to receive a discount. 

25. (currently amended) A system for operating with a store having , th e stor e 
compr i s i ng: 

a plurality of first areas each including 
a shelf, 

a plurality of units of a respective product, the plurality of units 
being on the shelf, the plurality of units having a common symbol different than a 
symbol of units of another product, 

the system comprising a plurality of processing units, each processing supported by the 
shelf in a respective first area, and located adjacent to the plurality of units of the 
respective product such that no units of another product are between the display unit 
and the plurality of units, each processing unit including 

a detector having circuitry that detects a purchase by a customer; and 
a determiner that determines an amount, responsive to the detected purchase, 
the amount corresponding to one of a plurality of non-zero prices to be paid for the 
respective product ; 

a display having circuitry that displays the aft amount for th e r e sp e ct i v e product, 
th e amount vary i ng d e p e nd i ng on a s i gna l from the d e t e ctor, th e amount corr e spond i ng 
to on e of a p l ura li ty of non z e ro pr i c e s to b e paid for th e r e sp e ct i v e product . 

26. (previously presented) The system of claim 25 wherein the plurality of first 
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areas includes 5 first areas. 



27. (currently amended) A system for operating with a store having , th e stor e 
compr i s i ng: 

a plurality of first areas each including 
a shelf, 

a plurality of units of a respective product, the plurality of units 
being on the shelf, the plurality of units having a common symbol different than a 
symbol of units of another product, 

the system comprising a plurality of processing units, each processing supported by the 
shelf in a respective first area, and located adjacent to the plurality of units of the 
respective product such that no units of another product are between the display unit 
and the plurality of units, each processing unit including 

means for detecting a purchase by a customer; an4 

means, responsive to the detected purchase, for determining an amount, the 
amount corresponding to one of a plurality of non-zero prices to be paid for the 
respective product; and 

a display that displays the amount means for displaying an amount for the 
respective product, the amount varying depending on the detecting means, the amount 
corresponding to one of a plurality of non-zero prices to be paid for the respective 
product. 

28. (previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the plurality of first 
areas includes 5 first areas. 

29. (previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein the means for 
displaying includes circuitry that displays responsive to a signal on a card, a message 
corresponding to an additional quantity of purchase required for the customer to receive 
a discount. 
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